
      

Skip counting by 2s can be introduced by giving students a beginning point and have 

them whisper the first number and shout the second number. Having a hundred chart 

as a reference also helps students see the pattern. Beginning at 0 produces the pattern 

of odd numbers while starting at 1 to skip count produces the even numbers.  

 

It is important that children have opportunities to skip count by 2s beginning at 

different points so they do not come to think of counting by 2s as always being the 

even numbers. Skip counting can also incorporate physical motions. 
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Students can explore various number patterns with pictorial representations. One example 

is Eyes All Around Us. Students cut faces from magazines or draw faces in rows from 1 

to 5. At the end of each row they write the number for how many eyes are in that row.  

 

Across the bottom of the paper, students write numerals 1-10 in a row with 11-20 written 

under it. Students circle the numerals that match the number of eyes labeled for each row 

above. Have students describe what they notice.  

 

What other pictures could they make that would follow the same pattern?    Have 

participants suggest other pictorial representations for counting by 2s.    It is valuable for 

students to have experiences making other pictorial representations with 2s providing 

opportunities for students to recognize the same counting pattern.  
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Using toothpicks or popsicle sticks, students can build triangles in rows of 1 to 5 and then 

draw the triangles on paper, labeling the number of toothpicks needed in each row and 

then circling the corresponding numbers across the bottom of the page. What pictorial 

representations could be used for students to explore other number patterns? (toothpick 

squares for 4, 3 leaf clovers for 3s, fingers on a hand for 5s) 
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Art projects can be linked to 

skip counting and number 

patterns. Teacher designed 

projects can focus on selective 

number patterns.  For 

example, students can make 

pumpkins according to the 

directions and post them on a 

class chart as shown on the 

next slide. 

This photo shows how the 

pumpkins can be arranged in rows 

and labeled. 

 

How might this chart be used for 

skip counting? (Focus on one 

attribute at a time and skip count 

by the appropriate numbers. 

Although the pumpkins are 

labeled by horizontal rows, skip 

counting can also be done down 

columns.) 
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Skip counting pictures can be created using any seasonal themes. For examples 

bears could be cut from an Ellison machine and kites could be made with bowtie 

pasta on the tails. The attributes can be added to highlight any selected number 

patterns. 
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Ringo Rango is a fun chant to practice skip counting. The rhythm is kept by 

alternating clapping and tapping thighs. Lead the group in clapping and chanting 

several verses. When counting by 2s or 3s, an ending point should be determined 

such as 30. A hundred chart with a marked pattern might be helpful until students 

learn to skip count from memory. 
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